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TO THE

onoraMe % fejiskto of % State of Uefo fork

We, the undersigned, approach your Hon. Body with that

deference which is due to your exalted station, and that con

fidence which arises from a knowledge of your disinterested

patriotism. In the consciousness of the purity of our inten

tions, and in the conviction of the vast importance of our con

templated design for the promotion of the best interests of

humanity, we shall neither withhold from you a full con

sideration of the measures in which we are engaged, nor

prove reluctant in setting forth the weighty reasons which

have impelled us thereto.

We disclaim all personal and individual interest in the

premises. We seek neither the distinction of office, nor the

awards of party zeal.

A plain statement of facts is all we have to offer.

The object of this petition is the permanent establishment

of a new scientific charity ; one demanded by moral claims

and physical suffering ; one to the absolute need and public

utility of which personal testimony will be adduced ; one

which is no longer a matter of experiment, but the eminent

success of which, on a small scale, warrants legislative aid

and sanction; and finally, one which if endowed and pro

tected by the State, will immeasurably advance the interests

of science and human well-being, and redound to the honor

of the State, already distinguished for her charitable insti

tutions.

Your memorialists, therefore, beg leave to lay before your

Hon. Body some reasons for establishing in the city of New
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York, under the auspices of the State, a hospital, to be

called,
THE WOMAN'S HOSPITAL OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK.

JI omen are subject to diseases peculiar to the sex. They

pervade every grade of life, from the highest to the lowest.

The Virgin may suffer from a long catalogue of the most

painful maladies.

The Wife may be worn down with untold miseries, grow

ing out of the marital relation.

The Mother, in giving birth to her offspring, often sustains

such horrible lacerations
.
and injuries as to render life un

bearable.

Old Age, as well as Maturity, has its thousand female suf

ferings, calling for sympathy and aid ; wThile cancerous and

malignant diseases of women require special investigation.
These diseases are not self-limited and self-curative, as are

many others ; but when left alone they go on from bad to

worse, till they completely shatter the nervous system, em

bitter existence, poison the sources of domestic happiness,
lay the foundation for hereditary , disease, and in many
instances upset the intellect, driving their unfortunate vic

tims to the mad-house.

They are of great frequency, and this, with their delicacy,
naturally suggests the propriety of a special hospital for

their treatment.

Some of your memorialists, fully impressed with this

view, suggested its importance, about two years ago, to a

few ladies in the city of New York, who immediately formed
themselves into an Association for establishing such an in

stitution, and on the 1st day of May, 1855, it went into

operation.
It contains about forty beds, and has demonstrated the

need of a larger hospital, for it has not had a vacant bed

since its inauguration, and scarcely a day passes that some

poor applicant is not turned away, simply for want of room.

Its portals were generously thrown open, by its munificent

managers, to suffering woman, without regard to nativity or
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residence—the only question asked, "What was her disease?"

and the only distinction made, that the poorest and greatest

sufferer had the best claim to a place within its walls.

Hence, we find patients in it from the remotest parts of the

Union, and from almost every section of the State; and

hence, its enlargement, and its permanence
as a State institu

tion, are of vital importance to the present, as well as to

future generations.
The Woman's Hospital, as now constituted, has been

sustained under great disadvantages by the heroic efforts of

a few self-sacrificing women, and mostly by their own con

tributions, because a proper sense of delicacy forbade their

blazoning before the world the sorrows and sufferings of

their sisters, whom misfortune drove to this Charity for

relief.

Your memorialists, therefore, pray your Hon. Body to lend

a fostering care to this little hospital, till a larger, nobler,

better one can be provided by the munificence of the State.

It is unnecessary to go into a long statistical detail to

show the need of such a hospital as is now proposed for

this great State of four millions of people. We will not

dwell on the importance of hospitals for special diseases,

nor pretend to demonstrate a truism so well established as

the universally acknowledged fact, that the State of New

York is sadly deficient in hospital accommodations, munifi

cent as she has been to other charities.

We need not tell you that five thousand poor women, in

the city ofNew York alone, annually knock at the doors of

our dispensaries; and that our dispensary physicians see

cases of female disease daily, which cannot be properly

treated, because there is no suitable hospital for them. Nor

need we refer you to the thousands of poor women
to be

found throughout the State, whose patient sufferings are

known only to themselves, their physician, and their God;

whose claims upon the State for protection and relief

are as great as are those of the blind,
or the insane ; whose

cases, too, are perfectly curable, and could be easily trans-
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ferred from any section of the country to a proper hospital,
for care and treatment. Nor need we refer to the statistics

of many of our insane asylums, showing that from twenty-
five to forty per cent, of all cases of insanity in women

arise directly from orgaoic female disease, which, in most

instances, might be remedied by appropriate and timely
treatment.

These are facts so notorious, that your memorialists believe

it unnecessary to dilate upon them.

Dismissing, then, this part of the subject, upon which

there can be no difference of opinion, they come boldly up
to the question—What is the duty of the State in the pre

mises ?

And here your memorialists would respectfully beg leave

to suggest their plan for organizing at once a State Woman's

Hospital. ,

At the last session of the Legislature, a bill was introduc

ed for establishing in the city of New York such a Hospital.
It passed the Senate, but, for want of time, was lost in the

Assembly.
At the same session, a bill was introduced providing for

the disposal of the State Arsenal in the city of New York,

which, for like reasons, was also lost.

Experience has shown that the Arsenal is not conveniently
located and hence a willingness to dispose of it.

The building is a substantial one, three stories high, two

hundred feet long, and fifty feet wide. It cost the State

one hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars. Its grounds
extend from Sixty-third to Sixty-fifth Street, and from Fifth

to Sixth Avenue, comprising ten acres, more or less, lying
within the limits of the Central Park.

It is located near the geographical centre of Manhattan

Island, and, in a quarter of a century, will be in the centre

of its population. It, therefore, occupies the most appro

priate place for such a hospital as is proposed, and could

be easily converted to this purpose. Indeed, it is almost

the only purpose of public utility to which it is adapted.
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A Woman's Hospital would not receive any of the ordin

ary endemic or contagious diseases to be found in general

hospitals ; and on that score would be as unobjectionable as

an asylum for the deaf and dumb, or for the blind.

The park would fall short of the wishes of its projectors,
if it were not graced by occasional imposing, elegant archi

tectural structures. Indeed, the bill creating it, contem

plated the permanence of the State Arsenal in its present
location.

The Arsenal is now an ornament to the city, and, with

little expense, could be made a most elegant adornment of

the great Central Park.

The building,' if razed to the ground and sold, would not

bring more than five thousand dollars—indeed, this is the

most that has been offered for it.

Why then should it be sacrificed ? Why thrown away,

when it can be so appropriately converted to a purpose that

would beautify the city and ennoble the State ?

As a hospital, it could be made ready for use in a year,

and would contain about two hundred beds. Its location

and form admirably adapt it to any alteration or addition

that the growing wants of the State might demand.

The erection of a great hospital, under State patronage, to

be dedicated to woman, is one of the necessities of the age

in which we live, and sooner or later itmust be accomplished.
Your memorialists appeal to your Hon. Body, as conserva

tors of the public good, not to forego the present opportunity
of fixing it upon a permanent basis.

No proper appeal has ever been made to the State in be

half of any of our great eleemosynary institutions, without

receiving that attention and aid demanded by their claims.

With a just feeling of pride can every citizen point to

those beautiful enduring monuments of State munificence,

the asylums for the deaf and dumb, the blind, the insane, and

the idiot. Has the State ever turned a deaf ear to their cry ?

Be it said to her honor—Never ! Can she now turn a deaf
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eat to the moanings of the mothers and daughters of our

land ? God forbid !

The proposed Woman's Hospital has equal claims with

these upon the State, because it will be capable of conferring

equal benefits upon all classes of its citizens.

No woman can claim exemption from the peculiar diseases

of her sex, more than she can from blindness or insanity.
Who then is not interested in a hospital for their improved
treatment ?

Vast as is this subject in its bearings upon human happi

ness, yourmemorialists will not enter into any further detail

of the great good to be derived from the permanent establish

ment of this noble charity.
The relief of individual suffering is the least of its benefits,

and upon this plea alone might its claims rest. But when

viewed in its importance, as a great school for the better

education of physicians holding in their hands the dearest

interests of society, it will be seen at once how valuable it

must prove to science, as well as to humanity.
Your memorialists, therefore, pray your Hon. Body to con

vey the present State Arsenal in the city ofNew York, with

its grounds, to a board of trustees or governors, with full

power to organize a hospital for the treatment of the dis

eases peculiar to women ; making provision for the recep

tion of patients, afflicted with such diseases, from all parts
of the State,—the hospital to be placed under an efficient

medical board, and to be known and designated as,
" The

Woman's Hospital of the State of New York."

And your memorialists will ever pray, etc.

Signed,

JOHN W. FRANCIS, M.D., LL.D., 1

VALENTINE MOTT, M.D., LL.D.,

ALEXANDER H. STEVENS, M.D., LL.D.,

HORACE GREEN, M.D., LL.D.,

J. MARION SIMS, M.D., J

Medical Board of the Woman's

Hospital.



PETER COOPER,

HON. L. BRADISH,

FRANCIS L. HAWKS, D.D.,

ROBERT B. MINTURN,

BROWN, BROTHERS, & Co.

M. H. GRINNELL,

PAUL SPOFFORD,

HON. HENRY J. RAYMOND,

. THO'S TILESTON,

HON. J. E. COOLEY,

J. BOORMAN,

WILLIAM ADAMS, D.D.,

THO'S SUFFERN,

E. C. BENEDICT,

ELIPHT. NOTT, D.D.,

JOHN C. GREEN,

E. E. MORGAN,

JONATHAN THORNE,

CHAS. KING,

W. H. NEILSON,

GEORGE D. MORGAN,

R. M. BLATCHFORD,

A.B. NEILSON,

GEO. GRISWOLD,

ISAAC BELL, Jb.,

S. DRAPER,

JAMES HARPER,

WM. M. EVARTS,

COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS.

THOS. COCK, M.D., President of the College of Physicians
and Surgeons ;

also, Consulting Physician to New York Hospital.

JOHN TORREY, M.D., Emeritus Professor of Chemistry and Botany, in Col

lege of Physicians and Surgeons.

JOSEPH M. SMITH, M.D., Professor ofMat. Medica, in College of Physicians

and Surgeons ; also, Physician to New York Hospital.

WILLARD PARKER, M.D.. Professor of Surgery in College of Physicians

and Surgeons ; also, Surgeon to New York Hospital.

ROBERT WATTS, M.D., Professor of Anatomy in College of Physicians and

Surgeons.

C. R. GILMAN, M.D., Professor of Obsterics, etc., in College of Physiciana

and Surgeons.

ALONZO CLARK, M.D., Professor of Theory and Practice in College of

Physicians and Surgeons ; also, Physician to Bellevue Hospital.

JOHN C. DALTON, Jr., M. D., Professor of Physiology in College of Physi

cians and Surgeons.
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UNIVERSITY MEDICAL COLLEGE.

JOHN W. DRAPER, M.D., President, and Professor of Chemistry and Physi

ology in University Medical College,

MARTYN PAINE, M.D., Professor of Mat. Medica and Therapeutics in Uni

versity Medical College.

ALFRED C. POST, M.D., Professor of Surgery in University Medical College ;

also, Surgeon to New York Hospital.

G. S. BEDFORD, M.D., Professor of Obstetrics, etc., in University Medical

College.

WM. H. VAN BUREN, M.D., Professor of Anatomy in University Medical

College ; also, Surgeon to New York Hospital.

JOHN T. METCALFE, M.D., Professor of Inst, and Practice of Medicine in

University Medical College ; aleo, Physician to Bellevue Hospital,

NEW YORK MEDICAL COLLEGE.

HORACE GREEN, M.D., President and Professor in New York Medical

College.

J. M. CARNOCHAN, M.D., Professor of Surgery in New York Medical Col

lege ; also, Surgeon-in-Chief to the State Hospital, etc., etc.

E. R. PEASLEE, M.D., Professor of Physiology in NewYork Medical College.

B. FORDYCE BARKER, M.D., Professor of Obstetrics, etc., in New York

Medical College ; also, Physician to Bellevue Hospital.

E. H. DAVIS, M.D., Professor of Mat. Medica and Therapeutics in New York

Medical College.

R. OGDEN DOREMUS, M.D., Professor of Chemistry in NewYork Medical

College.

HENRY G. COX, M.D., Professor of Practice ofMedicine in New York Medi

cal College.

T. CHILD, M.D., Professor of Anatomy in New York Medical College.

D. S. CONANT, M.D., Demonstrator of Anatomy in New York Medical

College.

RICHARD K. HOFFMAN, M.D., Consulting Surgeon to New York Hospital.

GURDON BUCK. M. D., Surgeon to New York Hospital.

T. M. MARKOE, M.D.

JOHN H. GRISCOM, M.D., Physician to New York Hospital.

H. D. BULKLEY, M.D.,
" »

THOS. F. COCK, M.D.,
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ISAAC WOOD, M.D., Consulting Physician to Bellevue Hospital.

ISAAC E. TAYLOR, M.D., Physician to
" "

B. W. McCREADY, M.D.,
" " " "

GEORGE T. ELLIOT, M.D.,
" " "

S. CONANT FOSTER, M.D., late Physician to

JAMES R. WOOD, M.D., Surgeon to

LEWIS A. SAYRE, M.D.,
" " "

STEPHEN SMITH, M.D.,
" " " "

J. 0. STONE, M.D., late
" " " "

RICHARD S. KISSAM, M.D.,

LOUIS BAUER, M.D.,M.R.C.S.E.,

JACKSON BOLTON, M.D.,

W. H. B. WOODHULL, M.D.,

JOEL FOSTER, M.D.,

GUST. A. SABINE, M.D.,

JOHN W. GREEN, M.D.,

J. C. HUTCHISON, M.D.,

T. C. FINNELL, M.D., Surgeon to St. Vincent's Hospital.

SAMUEL A. PURDY, M.D.

JAMES ANDERSON, M.D.

S. P. WHITE, M.D.

GEO. WILKES, M.D., Surgeon to N. Y. Eye Infirmary.

AUG. K. GARDNER, M.D.

J. LEWIS SMITH, M.D.

ISAAC MERRILL, M.D.

HENRY B. SANDS, M.D.

ELLSWORTH ELIOT, M.D.

W. R. DONOGHEE, M.D.

J. W. RICHARDS, M.D.

SETH GEER, M.D.

SAML. THROCKMORTON, M.D.

ELISHA HARRIS, M.D., Physician to Marine Hospital-Quarantine.

S. S. PURPLE, M.D., Ed. JV. Y. Med. Jour.

D. MEREDITH REESE, M.D., Ed. Amer. Med. Gazelle.

E. H. PARKER, M.D., Ed. Amer. Med. Monthly.

J. HANCOCK DOUGLAS, M.D., Ed. Amer. Med. Monthly.

THOS. ADDIS EMMET, M.D., Assistant Surgeon toWoman's Hospital.
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NEW YORK .DISPENSARY.

HORATIO GOMEZ, M.D., House Physician to New York Dispensary.

THEODORE HARDENBURGH. M.D., Assistant Physician to New York Dis

pensary.

JOHN W. CORSON, M.D., Attending Physician to New York Dispensary

JAMES O'RORKE, M.D.,

FILLAN ARTHUR, M.D.,

FRED. HRABE, M.D,

WM. C. CORSON, M.D.,

CHAS. Y. SWAN, M.D., Assistant
" "

HAMPTON HARRIOT, M.D., District
"

JOHN BISHOP, M.D.,
" '■ "

\"

J. S. TONELEAR, M.D.,

BENJ. MARSHALL, M.D.,

EASTERN DISPENSARY.

EUSTACE M. TRENOR, M.D., Physician to Eastern Dispensary.

HENRY GUERNSEY, M.D.,
" "

E.W.'DERBY, M.D.,
" "

TRUMAN NICHOLS, M.D,

JOHN W. CORSON, M.D*.,
'• " "

VERRANNUS MORSE, M.D,

J. P. LOINES, M.D.,
" "

NORTHERN DISPENSARY.

E. B. WARNER, M.D., Physician to Northern Dispensary.

a. l. loomis, m.d,

f. j. bustead, m.d.,
"

ciias.McMillan, m.d..
••

ellery dennison, m.d.
" " "

c. p. tucker, m.d.,
'• "

a. t. e. hilton, m.d.,
" " "
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NORTH WESTERN DISPENSARY.

JOHN J. SEWELL, M.D, Physician to NorthWestern Dispensary.

H. W. NICHOLS, M.D.,

C. H. HARSDEN, M.D.,

J. HENRY WATTS, M.D,

S. B. WYLIE McLEOD, M.D,
"

CHARLES BUOHLER, M.D,
"

CHAS. A. DUSENBERRE, M.D.,
"

MORTIMER G. PORTER,M.D,
'•

J. LEWIS SMITH, M.D,
" "

J.BURD PEALE, M.D.,

DEMILT DISPENSARY.

E. LEE JONES, M.D, Physician to Demilt Dispensary.

G. P. CAMMANN, M.D,

WM. B. BIBBINS, M.D,

JAMES L. BROWN, M.D,

WM. F. HOLCOMB, M.D.;

WM. A. CARRINGTON, M.D,
"

ALEXANDER ELDER, M.D,
"

J. S. THEBAUD, M.D,

GOUVERNEUR M. SMITH,M.D.
"

T. GAILLARD THOMAS, M.D,
"

F. MARKOE WRIGHT, M.D,
"

BELLEVUE HOSPITAL.

BOLLING A. POPE, M.D, of Bellevue Hospital.

DUDLEY D. SAUNDERS, M.D,
"

JOHN C. DRAPER, M.D,

JAMES B. REYNOLDS,M.D,

FRANCIS V. WHITE, M.D,

BENJ. LEE, M.D,

REUBEN COBB, M.D,

J. N. HINES, M.D,

LEVI WARREN, M.D,

JOSEPH BLUXOME, M.D,
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STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY.

At the regular Annual Meeting of the State Medical
•

Society, held in Albany, on the 3rd, 4th, and 5th of Feb

ruary, 1857, Prof. Alden March, President, in the Chair, the

following resolution, prefaced by reading the abovememorial,

being moved by Prof. Quackenbush, and seconded in a

few eloquent and pertinent remarks by Dr. Bissell of

Utica, was unanimously adopted.

Resolved—That the State Medical Society, having heard the memorial of the

Physicians of the City of New York to the Hon. the Legislature, on the subject

of founding a Hospital, to be called
-' The Woman's Hospital, of the State of

New York," cordially endorse the same and recommend its adoption.
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